
QUICK 
FACTS 
Each year:

 Over 2 BILLION 
CONTAINERS are 

RETURNED

 100+ COMMUNITIES 
RECEIVE RECYCLING 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

100+ MILLION KG  
are REDIRECTED 
FROM LANDFILL 

MILLION$ are RAISED 
FOR CHARITIES

www.albertadepot.ca

Container 
recycling fee

Alberta has one of the most innovative 
and effective beverage container recycling 
programs in North America. Some of the 

money to operate the system comes from 
the sale of the recycled material from the 
containers, some from the unredeemed 
deposits and some from the Container 

Recycling Fee, which covers the 
collection and processing of the 

used beverage containers.

Q: WHY DO CONTAINERS HAVE DIFFERENT 
CONTAINER RECYCLING FEES?

A: Container recycling fees vary with the 
material and size of the container. Since 

different containers cost different amounts 
to recycle, the fee is also different.  

Q: WHO BENEFITS FROM THE 
CONTAINER RECYCLING FEE? 

A: We all do. The beverage container 
recycling fee reflects the net costs of 

recycling after other funds like unredeemed 
deposits and money from the sale of 

recyclable materials are used. 

Did you know?

Recycling one 
aluminum can saves 

enough energy to run 
your TV for 3 hours

It takes 1 million 
years for glass 
to breakdown in 

a landfill

It takes 1,000 milk jugs 
to make a new recycled 

park bench

The energy saved from 
recycling 1 glass 
bottle can run a 

100‑watt light bulb 
for 4 hours

The same amount of 
energy is used 

to produce 20 recycled 
cans as one new can

YOUR 
LOCAL DEPOT 

There are over 200 Depots in Alberta 
sorting, counting and providing refunds 

to consumers. Your Depot can also provide 
you with support and resources to recycle 

your beverage containers. 

COMMERCIAL PICKUPS
If you operate a business that produces a large volume 

of beverage containers, check with your local Depot to see 
if they or a charitable partner offer a pickup service.

EVENT SUPPORT
If you are hosting an event in your community, your local 

Depot may be able to provide you with recycling bins 
and additional support.

DONATION PROGRAMS
Many Depots work with a wide array of charities and 

organizations to help raise money for their cause. If you are 
interested in donating your containers or setting up a 
donation program, please contact your local Depot.

FUNDRAISING
Your local Depot has bottle drive tips and tools that can help 
your fundraising efforts. Some Depots also have trailers or 

bins available to assist with the collection of the containers.

APPLAUD A DEPOT
Share your stories and recognize your local Depot 
for the amazing work they do. Each Applaud enters  

you into a draw for great prizes. 

FIND YOUR LOCAL DEPOT AT 
www.albertadepot.ca

HOW TO SET UP 
A SUCCESSFUL 

RECYCLING  
PROGRAM

For recycling programs to flourish in an office, 
business, school, hotel, condo, or a public space 

you need to start it off right.

Identify a leader
Plan your  
approach

Buy your bins  
& bags

Promote your  
program

Refund your  
containers

Choose a pick‑up 
service

FIND OUT MORE AT
www.albertadepot.ca



BEVERAGE  
CONTAINER  
RECYCLING 
PROGRAMS

COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS PROGRAM

The Community Champions Program (CCP) 
is a grant program that helps build participation 
in beverage container recycling. CCP provides 

free program coaching and funding up to 
$20,000 for the purchase of recycling 

bins. Organizations of all experience levels 
can get the support they need to start or 

expand their own recycling program.

Fun Fact: On average, 10 million 
beverage containers are captured 
annually through the Community 

Champions Program.

SCHOOL PROGRAM

The school program is designed to encourage 
participation in beverage container recycling 
in young people. Schools registered in the 
program can request free bins, schedule 
classroom presentations, and participate 

along with other schools by reporting their 
monthly container counts. 

 1. Manufacturing  2. Sold to 
distributor/retailer

 3. Sold to 
consumer

 4. Consumption 
of beverage

 5A. 
Customer

recycles at
Depot

 6. Processed for 
sale to markets

 7. Recycled into 
useful materials

5B. 
Consumer
disposes 

to a
landfill 

10¢

25¢

HOW ARE THEY REUSED?

Aluminum cans become new aluminum cans

Plastic containers can become new  
plastic containers or plastic products

Glass containers can be used in fiberglass insulation

Metal containers can be used as scrap metal  
that become car parts

Polycoat, Juice and Milk Cartons can be 
converted to paper pulp and cardboard

MAKING 
IT COUNT

Albertans  
are some of 

the most 
engaged and 

efficient 
recyclers  
in Canada. 
Here’s how 

you can get 
involved.

The life of 
a beverage 
container

Refund Rates 
1 litre or less

Over 1 litre


